


Believe in magic again. 
Experience The Sleeping Beauty, a timeless fairytale told through breathtaking 
choreography, Tchaikovsky’s unforgettable score, and a truly magical stage design.

Follow the journey of Princess Aurora – from her christening and the wicked curse of 
Carabosse to a century-long slumber and her awakening by true love’s kiss. Every detail of 
this production is designed to enchant.

Featuring brand-new, hand-painted sets and over 200 exclusive costumes, the 
performance highlights the classical Petipa choreography in its purest form – presented by 
an international cast of world-renown ballet artists from Italy, Spain, Georgia, Ireland, 
Turkey, Brazil, Great Britain, Ukraine, Japan, Tajikistan, Moldova, and Kazakhstan.

Ballet in Two Acts with one intermission 
Family-friendly – suitable for ages 3 and up

Act 1

Act 2

Intermission
Pyotr Tchaikovsky Marius Petipa 

and Lev Ivanov

Music Сhoreography 59-minute

51-minute

20-minute 

About show



The Independent:
“Beautiful hand-painted sets and exquisitely rich costumes enhanced 
the performance of the classical choreography.”

 “The principal dancer who played Aurora showed herself to be up to 
the task, with incredibly strong balance and a gracious presentation.”

“The most dynamic performance was that of the male lead who played 
the evil fairy Carabosse – as scary as the Wicked Witch of the West!”

With more than 10 years of experience presenting internationally acclaimed 
productions, Classical Arts Entertainment is proud to share this artistic journey 
with communities across North America.



Synopsis
In the palace of King Florestan XIV, everyone is celebrating the 
christening of his daughter, Princess Aurora. Amidst the sweet 
sounds of harps and violins, the godmother, the Lilac Fairy, 
appears with her entourage. The kind fairies—Tenderness, 
Vividness, Generosity, Courage, and Serenity—bless the 
newborn with their gifts, granting Aurora the finest human 
qualities.  

Suddenly, the master of ceremonies, Catalabutte, announces 
the arrival of the evil and powerful fairy Carabosse, who was not 
invited to the celebration. Furious at being excluded, Carabosse 
predicts that the young Aurora will one day prick her finger on a 
spindle and fall into an eternal sleep. The Lilac Fairy, however, 
calms the frightened parents and promises that the forces of 
good will prevail. She forces Carabosse to leave the palace. To 
protect Aurora, the King orders all spinning wheels and spindles 
to be banned throughout the kingdom, under penalty of death.

Prologue



In the royal castle, a grand celebration is being prepared for 
Princess Aurora’s 16th birthday. Guests arrive from all corners of 
the kingdom, including suitors vying for Aurora’s hand.  

In the midst of the festivities, an old woman in a dark robe appears, 
presenting Aurora with a spindle. The princess pricks her finger 
and immediately falls unconscious. The mysterious woman reveals 
herself to be the triumphant Carabosse, whose dark prophecy has 
come true.  

The Lilac Fairy appears and assures everyone that Aurora will not 
die but will instead fall into a deep sleep. Only true love can break 
the spell. Using her magic, the Lilac Fairy places the entire kingdom 
under a sleeping enchantment, ensuring that Aurora will awaken at 
the right time.

Scene 1Act I



Scene 1
A hundred years later, in a magical forest, Prince Desire is hunting 
with his entourage. The Lilac Fairy appears before the prince, 
revealing the image of the beautiful Aurora. The prince instantly 
recognizes her as the girl who has often appeared in his dreams. 
Enchanted, he begs the Lilac Fairy to help him find her.

Scene 2
Guided by the Lilac Fairy, Prince Desire transitions into the 
magical world of Aurora, where her kingdom lies hidden in an 
enchanted sleep. The evil Carabosse and her servants attempt to 
block his path and prevent him from reaching Aurora. Despite 
their efforts, the prince overcomes the obstacles and finds 
Aurora asleep in the castle.  

Moved by her beauty, the prince gently kisses Aurora, breaking 
the spell. Carabosse and her dark magic are destroyed, and the 
entire kingdom awakens. Aurora and Prince Desire fall deeply in 
love. The prince asks the King and Queen for Aurora’s hand in 
marriage, and they joyfully agree.

Epilogue
A magnificent wedding is held in the palace to celebrate the union 
of Aurora and Prince Desire. Among the guests are characters 
from beloved fairy tales, such as Princess Florina and the 
Bluebird, the White Cat and Puss-in-Boots, and Little Red Riding 
Hood and the Wolf. The Fairies of Diamonds, Sapphires, Gold, and 
Silver present their blessings to the couple, and the Lilac Fairy 
bestows her final blessing for a long and happy life together.

Act II





Sleeping Beauty Composer

Pyotr Il'yich Tchaikovsky was the author of some 
of the most popular themes in all of classical 
music. He founded no school, struck out no new 
paths or compositional methods, and sought 
few innovations in his works. Yet the power of his 
best music elevates it to classic status. It was 
Tchaikovsky's unique melodic charm that could, 
whether in his Piano Concerto No. 1 or in his 
ballet The Nutcracker or in his tragic last 
symphony, make the music sound familiar on 
first hearing.

Pyotr I.

Tchaikovsky
(1840-1893)

Tchaikovsky was born into a 
family of five brothers and one 
sister. He began taking piano 
lessons at age four and 
showed remarkable talent, 
eventually surpassing his own 
teacher's abilities. By age nine, 
he exhibited severe nervous 
problems, not least because of 
his overly sensitive nature. The 
following year, he was sent to 
St. Petersburg to study at the 
School of Jurisprudence. The 
loss of his mother in 1854 
dealt a crushing blow to the 
young Tchaikovsky. In 1859, he 
took a position in the Ministry 
of Justice, but longed for a 
career in music, attending 
concerts and operas at every 
opportunity. He finally began 
study in harmony with 
Zaremba in 1861, and enrolled 
at the St. Petersburg 
Conservatory the following 
year, eventually studying 
composition with Anton 
Rubinstein.

In 1866, the composer 
relocated to Moscow, 
accepting a professorship of 
harmony at the new 
conservatory, and shortly 
afterward turned out his First 
Symphony, suffering, however, 
a nervous breakdown during 
its composition. His opera The 
Voyevoda came in 1867-1868 
and he began another, The 
Oprichnik, in 1870, completing 
it two years later.



 In 1869 Tchaikovsky entered 
into a working relationship with 
composer Mily Balakirev, leader 
of The Five; the result was 
Tchaikovsky’s first recognized 
masterpiece, the fantasy-
overture Romeo and Juliet. 
Other works were appearing 
during this time, as well, 
including the First String 
Quartet (1871), the Second 
Symphony (1873), and the 
ballet Swan Lake (1875).

In 1876, Tchaikovsky traveled 
to Paris with his brother, 
Modest, and then visited 
Bayreuth, where he met Liszt. 
By 1877, Tchaikovsky was an 
established composer. This 
was the year of Swan Lake's 
premiere and the time he 
began work on the Fourth 
Symphony (1877-1878). The 
period of subsidy by Mme von 
Meck was abundantly 
productive for Tchaikovsky 
with a spate of outstanding 
compositions, including the 
Serenade for Strings (1881), 
1812 Overture (1882), and the 
Fifth Symphony (1888). In both 
1888 and 1889, Tchaikovsky 
went on European tours as a 
conductor, meeting Brahms, 
Grieg, Dvŏrak, Gounod, and 
other notable musical figures. 
Sleeping Beauty was 
premiered in 1890, and The 
Nutcracker in 1892, both with 
success.



The ballet is based on “The 
Sleeping Beauty in the Wood” 
by Charles Perrault, bringing 
this timeless story to the 
stage.

The Lilac Fairy symbolizes 
good and protects Princess 
Aurora throughout the story, 
showcasing beautiful 
choreography and a strong 
stage presence.

In the final act, you’ll see
appearances by Puss in Boots, 
Little Red Riding Hood, and 
Cinderella, adding a delightful 
touch of whimsy to the 
performance

The Sleeping 
Beauty ballet is 
adapted from a 
17th-century 
tale

 Lilac Fairy is a
central character
in The Sleeping 
Beauty

The Sleeping 
Beauty includes 
characters from 
other fairy tales

Did you

know?

The Imperial Theatre in St. 
Petersburg commissioned 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky to 
compose the score and Marius
Petipa to choreograph. This 
was their first ballet together, 
leading to iconic works like The
Nutcracker and the revival of 
Swan Lake.

The ballet debuted at the 
Imperial Mariinsky Theatre in 
St. Petersburg on January 15, 
1890. Initially, it wasn’t an 
immediate success but 
received more favorable 
critiques than Swan Lake. After 
Tchaikovsky’s death in 1893, 
the ballet’s popularity soared, 
with over 200 performances in 
the following decade.

This beloved ballet has 
inspired numerous film 
adaptations, including 
Disney’s animated classic 
Sleeping Beauty, which 
features Tchaikovsky’s iconic 
music

The Sleeping 
Beauty premiered
in 1890

The Sleeping 
Beauty has 
influenced many
adaptations

Tchaikovsky and 
Petipa 
collaborated on
The Sleeping 
Beauty



Shop the Classical Arts 
Collection & Take Home 
the Magic!
If you enjoyed the performance and would like to support our 
mission, we invite you to explore our exclusive merchandise 
collection, available in the Lobby. From elegant keepsakes to 
practical gifts—like dance-themed T-shirts, water bottles, 
bracelets, jewelry, and binoculars—every purchase helps us bring 
world-class ballet to communities across North America and 
engage the next generation of dancers from top ballet schools in 
our productions.



Enhance your experience and capture the moment: stop by for a 
photo with a professional ballerina from Classic Arts Entertainment 
in front of our stunning scenic backdrop. Take home a printed 
keepsake and lasting memories of this special evening.



About us
Classical Arts Entertainment has significantly 
impacted ballet enthusiasts across the United States 
and Canada with its decade of experience and

rich history of over 20,000 shows.

Impeccable dancing is a crucial 
aspect of CAE's performances. 
The company's dancers are 
undoubtedly skilled and 
trained to execute classical 
ballet's intricate and 
demanding choreography. 
Their talent and dedication 
bring the movements to life, 
conveying the grace, 
precision, and beauty that are 
trademarks of the art form.

The company's dedication to 
excellence is commendable, as 
evidenced by its meticulous 
approach to performance. 

The exquisite hand-crafted 
costumes further elevate the 
productions. These 
meticulously designed and 
tailored garments enhance the 
visual appeal and contribute to 
the dancers' characterization. 
The costumes are vital in 
conveying the narrative and 
improving the aesthetic 
experience.

In addition to the dancing, the 
hand-painted sets contribute 
to the overall visual splendor 
of CAE's productions. These 
carefully crafted backdrops 
create immersive 
environments that transport 
the audience to different 
worlds, enhancing the 
storytelling and adding depth 
to the performances.

Through its attention to detail 
and commitment to 
excellence, CAEI brings the 
magic of classical ballet to life 
on stage. Its visually stunning 
productions, combined with 
the artistry and skill of its 
dancers, create an enchanting 
experience for audiences. 

CAEI creates visually stunning 
productions that enchant and 
captivate audiences by 
combining timeless scores, 
impeccable dancing, hand-
painted sets, and exquisite 
hand-crafted costumes. The 
choice of timeless scores 
ensures that the music 
accompanying the ballets 
resonates with audiences, 
evoking emotions and 
enhancing the overall 
experience. 



















https://classicalarts.net/concert/swan-lake-ballet-2025/
https://classicalarts.net/concert/ballet-dance-event-tickets-the-nutcracker/
https://classicalarts.net/concert/ballet-dance-event-tickets-sleeping-beauty/

